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“The NLMS Music Summer School in 2026 sees us returning once 
again to the excellent facilities provided by Uppingham School, nestled 
within the town of Uppingham in the smallest English county - Rut-
land.

We do hope you will join us for what promises to be another superb 
and friendly week of music-making - filled with the sounds of orches-
tras, choir, percussion ensemble, brass group and more!”

Steve Bingham
Course Director
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CHOIR
Principal Conductor: Charlie Gower-Smith
Professional vocal tutors and accompanist

This remarkable choir course offers the rare opportunity 
for work with a professional staff of choir director Charlie 
alongside dedicated SATB vocal tutors and Jon Lee, our 
long-standing accompanist.

This is an unparalleled chance to improve on your full range of 
singing skills whilst also having a hugely enjoyable week!

Charlie writes: “For 2026 the choir will be looking at con-
trasting repertoire about night and day. To start we’ll perform 
Richard Rodney Bennett’s peaceful A Good-Night, which 
sings of a final secure resting place, and Tarik O’Regan’s I 
Listen To The Stillness of You, a beautiful and calm setting of D. 
H. Lawrence. 

Then to music of the day, with pieces about the sun - we’ll 
sing Lili Boulanger’s dazzling Hymne au Soleil, her glorious ode 
to the sun, and The Canticle of the Sun by Amy Beach, a hymn 
of praise for the sun, moon, wind, water, fire and earth.”

There are also open singing sessions during the week and the 
chance to work on shorter small ensemble pieces too.

“The huge amount 
of preparation and 
planning was worth 
it as everyone 
appeared to be fully 
catered for in every 
sense.”

previous course member

“An exceptionally 
good course. Very 
well organised with 
multiple opportu-
nities to play and 
perform.”
previous course member
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SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
Principal Conductor: Dan Watson
Professional string, woodwind and brass tutors

For 2026 Dan, in consultation with the tutor team, has chosen a wide variety of works to 
stimulate and challenge each member, giving the opportunity to hone new skills whilst also 
allowing room to build on existing ones. 

As usual woodwind places are limited and players who apply will be informed about places in 
February 2026. With the Symphony Orchestra we aim to avoid doubling of woodwind parts, 
though occasionally this might be necessary.

Players will work closely with our tutors in sectional rehearsals, whilst full rehearsals vary 
between works for the final concert and “discovery” sessions; a chance to work on new pieces 
under expert tutelage.
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Grade 8 or higher*

* String players of 
slightly lower standard 
who have  good orches-
tral experience will be 
considered.

The programme for the final concert will be chosen during 
the week, and will include a selection of works and move-
ments from the following repertoire:

•	 Tchaikovsky.....Symphony no.6, Pathétique
•	 Butterworth.....The Banks of Green Willow
•	 Suk.....Fantastic Scherzo
•	 Brahms.....Variations on a Theme of Joseph Haydn

Dan is a freelance conductor specialising in the amateur, 
community and youth orchestra sectors. He currently holds 
principal and guest conductor positions with several orches-
tras across the Midlands.

His aims as a conductor are to bring together professionals 
and community musicians alike, culminating in high
standard performances and rewarding life experiences.

“The culture of 
NLMS brings out 
the supportive and 
enthusiastic best in 
people and I loved 
every minute of it.”

previous course member
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SINFONIETTA
Principal Conductor: Alan Shellard
Professional string, woodwind and brass tutors

Alan Shellard will be conducting the Sinfonietta for our 2026 course. Within the main 
orchestral timetable there will also be sectional sessions with our hugely experienced team of 
tutors, aimed at improving every aspect of orchestral technique. The programme for the final 
concert will be chosen during the week, and will include a selection of movements from the 
following repertoire: 

Mozart.....Overture to Cosi Fan Tutte
Beethoven.....Overture to The Creatures of Prometheus
Mendelssohn.....Nocturne from ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ 
Schubert.....Symphony No. 3 
Fauré.....Pavane
Arthur Wood.....Barwick Green 
Vivian Ellis.....Coronation Scot
Ancliffe.....Waltz; Nights of Gladness

The music is chosen both to fit within the comfort zone and abilities of the Sinfonietta players, 
but also to provide some additional challenges; challenges which have stimulated some excel-
lent performances in recent years.
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Grades 5-7*

* String players of a 
slightly lower standard 
who have good orches-
tral experience will be 
considered.

“Thanks for a great 
course - hope to be 
back in 2025.”
previous course member

Woodwind places will be confirmed in February 2026. Some 
doubling is usually expected in this ensemble.

Alan Shellard is a versatile freelance musician with a diverse 
portfolio that includes performing, conducting, and teach-
ing. A graduate of the Royal College of Music, he studied 
clarinet with Michael Collins and conducting with Peter 
Stark.

Alan has an extensive performance history, frequently 
appearing as a soloist and in chamber ensembles at ven-
ues across London and the UK for various music clubs and 
societies. He also works as a freelancer with orchestras, 
choral societies, opera companies and marching bands. As a 
conductor, Alan works with the Imperial College Wind Band 
and Chamber Ensemble for its weekly rehearsals. 

In addition to his freelance work, Alan has been an Army 
Reserve musician since 2015. He is Sergeant in The Band 
of The Honourable Artillery Company, where he is a solo 
clarinet player and small ensemble leader. 

“The experience 
with friendly and 
very able conductors 
in both orchestras 
was priceless.”
2025 course member
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PERCUSSION
Principal Tutor: Chris Brannick

Our highly successful percussion course began in 2022, with 
oversight from the tireless Chris Brannick.

As places will be limited, early application is recommended. 
Players will be involved with both orchestras; they will have 
the opportunity to work as an ensemble and to learn specific 
techniques from renowned professional percussionist Chris.

Chris will be teaching and refining orchestral skills from the 
basic to the advanced, with some quirky cheats and tips and 
extended techniques thrown in. This will be a chance to build 
on your strengths if you’re already a percussionist, or to 
surprise yourself with new skills if you’re not!

Chris Brannick was a founder-member of internationally re-
nowned percussion quartet ensemblebash and was for fifteen 
years Principal Percussion of Glyndebourne Touring Opera 
orchestra, leaving to concentrate on contemporary chamber 
music.

In addition to his career as a percussionist, he is an examiner 
for ABRSM, has a maths degree, is a qualified executive 
coach. In 2018 he won the Global Motion Pictures Award for 
Best Screenplay. Chris has also written and appeared in plays 
at the Edinburgh and Brighton Fringes.

“The enthusiasm and 
commitment of the 
tutors was superb. 
The coaching gives 
us all tips we needed 
for improving our 
playing.”

previous course member

“The feeling of 
friendship with lots 
of talented musi-
cians was lovely.
Very little ‘us’ and 
‘them’ for a ‘new
boy’.”
2025 course member

“The summer school 
was for me 6 days of 
heaven.”
previous course member
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BRASS ENSEMBLE
Principal Tutor: Paul Garner

Alongside their work within the two orchestras, brass players 
will have the chance to learn and perform as a brass ensem-
ble, guided by our team of professional and highly experi-
enced tutors. The Ensembles Concert will showcase some of 
the works rehearsed during the week, while the final orches-
tral concerts will include plenty for the brass players as well.

Brass ensemble repertoire during the week will be provided 
by the tutor team, but members are also encouraged to sug-
gest, or bring along, their own choices. The aim is to challenge 
and stimulate whilst working on core skills, such as intonation, 
rhythmic security and ensemble. Individual players will also 
have plenty of opportunity to consult the professional tutors 
to improve their individual techniques.

Lead tutor Paul worked for Cunard and P&O shipping lines as 
a player, and later as MD for all the Cabaret artists on board. 
Paul has subsequently been the MD for over 100 produc-
tions.  In 1989 he formed the popular ensemble Prime Brass. 
Paul has a passion for brass music, playing and conducting all 
things brass, especially Brass Ensemble work.  He is looking 
forward to leading a challenging but enjoyable programme of 
brass music and supporting the orchestral programme again 
in 2026.

Grade 7 standard or 
higher. 

Places are available for at 
least 8 horns, 5 trumpets, 4 
trombones, and tuba.

“As a first timer, I 
thoroughly enjoyed 
the week: the value 
was excellent; the 
pre-course informa-
tion and organisa-
tion was excellent; 
musical exposure 
and development 
was excellent.”
previous course member
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STRING & WOODWIND 
ENSEMBLES
Principal Tutors: Steve Bingham & Graham Dolby

String and woodwind players from the two orchestras also 
get opportunities through the week to work with tutors on 
specific ensemble repertoire. String sessions are co-ordinated 
by Steve Bingham, and woodwind by Graham Dolby, and 
the ensembles get a chance to showcase their work in the 
Ensembles Concert. 

There will be specific programmed rehearsal sessions for each 
of the following ensembles, with repertoire chosen by the 
tutor team:

Symphony Orchestra strings
Symphony Orchestra woodwind
Sinfonietta strings
Sinfonietta woodwind

These sessions are tutor-led and will explore repertoire cho-
sen to suit each ensemble. They also provide an opportunity 
to work on some of the specific skills needed to work as an 
instrumental section. Suggestions for repertoire are always 
welcome.

“The great atmos-
phere is clearly the 
legacy of many 
years of returners 
making it nice for 
people. Good work!”
previous course member

“I was SO impressed 
by the profession-
alism, knowledge, 
versatility, and 
unflagging energy 
of the wonderful 
tutors. Their ability 
to assess what was 
needed… and to pull 
out techniques to 
help us along, made 
the whole experi-
ence enjoyable.”
previous course member
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STRING GROUP
Principal Tutor: Gillian Tarlton

Ideal for those players who wish to gain experience of playing 
in a group, without the pressure of being in a full orchestra. It 
can provide valuable intermediate experience for those who 
aim to progress into a group such as the Sinfonietta in time, 
whilst also appealing to those who simply wish to develop 
their skills in the company of their peers.

The aims are to explore repertoire, achieve quality of tone 
and tuning, and to develop ensemble skills.

The programme will be devised by the tutor to suit the abili-
ties of the course members. 

The course tutor will be joined occasionally by other string 
tutors who will provide specialist coaching sessions. The 
atmosphere will be supportive and encouraging, and there 
will be the option to perform to a friendly and sympathetic 
audience during the week if the group so wishes.

Members of the String Group are encouraged to join in the 
Open Strings session.

Grades 3 -5

Violins, violas, cellos and 
double basses

“Ticking boxes 
doesn’t do credit to 
the wonderful time 
I had at the NLMS 
Summer School. 
My first! I found my 
voice again. Getting 
acquainted with a 
whole new bunch of 
people resulted in a 
positive decision for 
me to take up the 
piano again.”
previous course member
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OPEN SESSIONS
Each member of the Summer School will have 
the opportunity to arrange ad hoc ensembles 
and chamber music groups during the week.

There will also be a range of Open Sessions run 
by members of the tutoring team. These typ-
ically include choral singing, baroque playing, 
open strings, woodwind chamber music, yoga, 
experimental music and more.

Following on from recent years where there 
has been an open light music session, in 2026 
we are currently planning a film music session 
to be run by brass co-ordinator Paul Garner: 
Paul’s plans are still a closely guarded secret, 
but undercover operatives have unearthed the 
possibility of music themed around the James 
Bond franchise. Q branch has been informed...

These sessions are completely optional - but 
always very popular!

As usual, our amazing tutoring team will also 
give a concert – something which is a highlight 
of the week every year.

MEMBERS’ CONCERT
The Members’ Concert provides an oppor-
tunity to perform a short work of your own 
choice. Ensembles are preferred to solo 
items, but some of the latter may be in-
cluded. Accompanists may be found from 
within the summer school membership. 

MUSIC LIBRARY
Orchestral parts and vocal scores for all 
the listed repertoire will be available on 
loan at no additional charge.

PRIVATE TUTORIALS
These may be booked with individual tutors 
at a fixed rate.

“Every single person 
I met contributed 
to my wanting to 
attend the NLMS 
Summer School 
again.”
previous course member
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APPLICATION FORM
To join the Summer School, please complete the attached form and return it by post, or apply 
online at the web address below. Please apply by 1st February 2026 if possible. While applica-
tions will be considered after this date, it may not be possible to accommodate your pref-
erences. Applications for woodwind places will be decided, in consultation with the tutoring 
staff, by mid-February and applicants informed of the Director’s decision. Applications should 
be accompanied by a £75 deposit per person, and full fees must be paid by 30th June 2026. 
For further information on payment please contact the Administrator, Suzanne Meaden: 
suzanne.meaden@gmail.com or visit our website at nlmsmusic.co.uk

PLEASE CHOOSE YOUR SUMMER COURSE

FEES & ACCOMMODATION

PAYMENT

The course can accommodate 
18+ only, unless accompanied 
by an adult.

Symphony Orchestra

Choir

Brass Ensemble

Sinfonietta

String Group

Percussion Ensemble

Resident full board	 £940

I would prefer a ground floor room (if available)

I would prefer an en-suite room
(£40 additional payment)

Non-resident with lunch,
dinner and beverages	 £710

I enclose a deposit of £75
I wish to pay the full amount of £
I would like to add a donation of £
Please make your cheque payable to New London Music Association or email the 
Administrator for bank details
Cheque enclosed			   Payment direct to bank

Payment may also be made by instalments between December 2025 and June 2026.

[There are a maximum of 24 single en suite rooms available. 
These willbe allocated on a first come, first served basis. 
Please do not pay the supplement until your allocation has 
been confirmed]
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To match the course to your individual needs, please answer the following questions and 
attach your answers to this application form:

ALL INSTRUMENTALISTS
(a) Main instrument*

FIRST TIME ATTENDEES ONLY:
(a) 	 Orchestral experience and position in orchestra

(b)	 Is your sight-reading average / good / very good? (please circle)
(c)	 Additional (& doubling) instruments played and standard

*NB Woodwind and brass places will be allocated after 1st February 2026

CHOIR
(a) Voice

FIRST TIME ATTENDEES ONLY: 
(b) List choirs with which you have sung

(c) Give details of musical background

YOUR DETAILS (*Required) 
NB. By completing this form, you consent to our Privacy Agreement (right)

Title			   Full name

Address

Postcode

Telephone				    Mobile

Email

Special diet requirements (please specify)

For further details please consult our website: nlmsmusic.co.uk
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DOMESTIC  
ARRANGEMENTS 
Uppingham School provides bed linen and duvets. 
Members should bring their own towels and coat-hang-
ers. Members applying for a shared room should 
indicate on the application form with whom they have 
arranged to share.

Please note that the accommodation is of a school 
standard, but the venue is not a hotel! If you would 
prefer an upgraded room it’s perhaps worth checking 
out local hotels and applying to the course as a
non-resident.

NB. NLMS is allocated accommodation by Uppingham
School Enterprises; it does not have a choice. The accommodation availa-
ble to NLMS in 2026 is currently as allocated in 2025.

We want your stay to be as comfortable as possible. 
Some boarding houses are up to a 10–15-minute walk 
from the rehearsal venues. Do you have any mobility 
needs? Would you prefer a room closer to the rehearsal
spaces? Do you need a ground floor room?

PRIVACY AGREEMENT
NB. By submitting this form, you consent to NLMS 
collecting your names, contact details and payment his-
tory. Your data will be used only to contact you about 
the Society’s administration and activities, and we will 
never share them. You may see and update your data, 
or request their erasure or restricted use, at any time 
by contacting the Administrator.

PLEASE RETURN YOUR FORM TO: 

Suzanne Meaden, Administrator 
Tile Cottage, 34B West Avenue
Filey   YO14 9BE
Telephone: 01723 513108
suzanne.meaden@gmail.com

ARRIVAL 
Sunday 16th August 2026

1400–1515 Registration

1515–1545 Tea and Introductions

DEPARTURE
Saturday 22nd August 2026

Members leave by 1400

“I have had a wonderful 
time, and really appreciate 
all the massive amount of 
work put in for us all behind 
the scenes, and before this 
week”

previous course member
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